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department of Central High School are to be heartily congratulated 
upon the play, and deserve and have the thanks of the Association 
for their great contribution to the success of the whole program. 



THE RECENT MEETING OF THE CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW ENGLAND 

The thirteenth annual meeting of this Association was held 
at the Loomis Institute, Windsor, Connecticut, March 22 and 23. 
A finer place for assembling could not be desired, and the meeting 
was highly successful in every way. One member has briefly but 
well written, "I do not know when I have enjoyed the atmosphere 
of a meeting more. Everything seemed so harmonious and delight- 
ful." From the moment of our arrival on Thursday night, or 
Friday morning, to the hour of our departure on Saturday afternoon 
we were the guests of the school, which did everything humanly 
possible for our comfort and happiness. The head master, Mr. 
N. H. Batchelder, gave the Association a most enjoyable tea at his 
house on Friday afternoon, and the school authorities provided a 
perfect dinner that evening. It was "perfect" from our point of 
view as well as from Mr. Hoover's. All things done for us by the 
school were managed in simple and masterly fashion. For most 
of the members the only disturbing thought concerned the news 
from the Western Front. 

Although we met again this year far (according to our New 
England terminology) from the locality most convenient for the 
great majority of our members, about one hundred members or 
guests were in attendance. In "banner years" about one hundred 
and twenty-five persons are present at our meetings. 

The papers may be characterized, as these editorials have had 
the habit of doing, as excellent in scholarship, deeply interesting 
and valuable in content, and charming in expression and manner 
of presentation. Fairly long, though the secretary always asks 
for brief, abstracts of all the papers will be furnished in the annual 
Bulletin, while several of them will be given in full in this journal. 
Summaries, therefore, are not wanted here, though the writer has 
the abstracts and could easily quote them. Three or four of the 
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papers were in form and substance quite unusual. In this con- 
nection I may be allowed to mention in particular Professor Ridge- 
way's paper on "The Value of the Traditions Respecting the Early 
Kings of Rome." One purpose of the author was to show the 
folly of Mommsen's judgment on this subject. Nominally the 
paper dealt mostly with Irish traditions. Really, however, every 
part of the argument had a bearing upon the early history of Rome, 
the author's real design being to prove that there is nothing inher- 
ently improbable in the stories concerning the kings of Rome. 
There was nothing startlingly novel about the idea. The great 
interest in the paper lay in its method of attacking the problem 
and in its style. 

At its meeting a year ago the Association voted that a committee 
of five members be appointed by the President "to find out what 
teachers of other subjects really do think about the value of the 
classics, and to secure the publication of these views in non-classical 
periodicals." Shortly after a committee with this purpose had been 
tentatively decided upon by the officers of the Association, and 
after the wording of its purpose had been fixed exactly as given 
above, the news came that a great conference on this subject was 
to be held in June at Princeton University. It may be of interest 
to note that the Princeton authorities gave the title Value of the 
Classics to their important volume, containing the addresses 
delivered at, and the opinions prepared for, this conference. 

At our recent meeting the chairman of this committee presented 
a report showing what had been accomplished, and recommending 
the discharge of the committee. This report was read by the 
secretary, since the chairman himself was kept from attending the 
meeting by an attack of a kind of measles which he refused to name. 
The Princeton conference and its indispensable volume seem to have 
accomplished our object along this line, at least for the present. 
Our task now should be to follow Professor Nutting's example in 
securing the publication of timely articles in non-classical periodi- 
cals, so far as may be possible. Therefore the Association voted 
that this committee be "honorably discharged." 

Another committee appointed a year ago was a Latin Investi- 
gation Committee. Its purpose I do not need to give, for it is 
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familiar to the members of all three of our Associations. Each 
of the three members of the New England committee presented 
a full report. They had done a really tremendous amount of work, 
and had collected facts and opinions of great value. Considerable 
space will be given to these reports in the Bulletin. Since, appar- 
ently, nothing more remained to be done along this line, the Asso- 
ciation voted that this committee also be discharged and a new 
committee of three members be appointed, with a somewhat differ- 
ent purpose. The motion finally passed was as follows: 

That a committee of three .... be appointed by the chair to secure an 
adequate series of measurements of Latin and non-Latin pupils of equal stand- 
ing in public high schools, private secondary schools, and colleges, for the 
purpose (i) of testing comparative facility in the use of English and (2) of 
determining how far the study has resulted in added mental power, that is, 
has served as a means of mental discipline. In arranging for the second part 
of these tests the committee shall make a preliminary report as to their plans 
to the Executive Committee of the Classical Association of New England, 
and on the approval of said committee shall carry through their plans. 

(It may not be necessary to explain that the second part of the 
motion was added to provide against a possibly too great expendi- 
ture of the Association's funds.) 

Also, it was voted to accept the cordial invitation received from 
President Cole to meet next year at Wheaton College, Norton, 
Massachusetts. 

The officers elected for the coming year are: President, George 
E. Howes, Williams College, Williamstown, Mass.; Vice-President, 
George H. Browne, Browne and Nichols School, Cambridge, Mass. ; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Monroe N. Wetmore, Williams College, 
Williamstown, Mass.; Members of the Executive Committee, 
Miss Minnie M. Pickering, Brimmer School, Boston, Mass. ; Miss 
Lillian M. Sleeper, High School, Manchester, N.H. 

M. N. W. 



